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“Response to Intervention (RTI) …involves identifying children who are not meeting grade-level 
expectations and who are presumably at risk for continuing to lag behind their peers early on and providing 
instructional modifications (interventions) for these children that are instituted early in their educational 
careers.  The students’ progress is closely monitored to determine whether and when additional 
modifications need to be made or whether the interventions can be discontinued because the student is 
performing at or close to grade level.  The goal of the instructional modifications is to accelerate the 
children’s rate of growth so that they will be able to meet grade-level expectations.  In an RTI model, when 
appropriately intensified and targeted interventions fail to lead to accelerated progress in learning, the child 
would be considered for possible LD designation.” 
 
Scanlon, D., and J. M. Sweeney.  Response to Intervention: An Overview.  Educator’s Voice Vol. 1(2008): 16 – 29. 
 
Universal Screening 
 
All students in grades K-6 will be screened at least three times a year according to the chart for 
each grade level in the Tier 1 Toolkit. 
 
Students scoring below the district cut-off according to the appropriate chart should be designated 
as being at Tier 1.  Teachers may initiate Tier 1 intervention without referring the student to the 
Instructional Support Team, although teachers have the option of requesting an advisory meeting 
with the IST to request assistance in identifying student goals.  Teachers do not need to complete a 
referral form at this time.  No parental consent or communication is required for Tier 1. 
 
Use of Assessments and Evaluations 
 
Only those assessments identified by the RTI framework as Universal or Progress Monitoring 
assessments may be used to determine interventions at Tier 1 or Tier 2.  Tier 3 evaluations will be 
determined by the CSE. 
 
Tier 1 
 
Tier 1 intervention will be provided by the classroom teacher, in the classroom, and during regular 
instruction periods.  Teachers will use the Tier 1 Toolkit to select and monitor appropriate 
interventions using the Monitor Tier 1 Interventions Form.  A teacher must keep all Monitor Tier 
1 Interventions Forms in a folder for a year.  A student will not be considered for Tier 2 
intervention unless Tier 1 has been attempted for not less than 5 weeks, but no more than 10 
weeks.  During the period of intervention the classroom teacher should continuously monitor and 
assess the student in the area identified for intervention.  Based on the results of the assessment, 
the classroom teacher may make three possible decisions: 
 
1 – The student has met or exceeded the district cut-off and requires no further intervention;  
 
2 – The student has not met the district cut-off, but is showing a sufficient rate of growth to 
support continuing interventions for a further 5 - 10 week period, followed by another assessment; 
 
or 
 
3 – The student is showing minimal gains, and is not likely to meet the district cut-off at the 
current rate of growth and should be referred to the Instructional Support Team for further 
recommendations. 
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Referral to the Instructional Support Team 
 
1 – Teachers need to notify the student’s parents of their intention to make a referral; 
2 – Teachers need to complete a referral form; 
3 – Teachers need to provide data based on the universal screening and the district growth 
assessments, as well as documentation of interventions used. 
 
The Instructional Support Team may make one of the following determinations: 
 
1 – Appropriate Tier 1 interventions may not have been implemented in a sequential manner and a 
further 5 – 10 week period is recommended.  Additionally, a Tier 2 provider may support the 
classroom teacher as a consultant.  (This is not  direct assessment or direct service). 
 
or 
 
2 – The student is not responding to the interventions provided at Tier 1, and requires Tier 2 
intervention in addition to continued classroom support to make progress towards district goals. 
 
If the determination is for the student to receive Tier 2 intervention, then the Building Principal 
must provide written notification to the parents of the student. 
 
Tier 2 
 
For a period of no less than 10 weeks, intervention will be provided in a small group setting 
outside the classroom as follows: 
• AIS Reading – 3 days per 6 day cycle 
• AIS Writing – 2 days per 6 day cycle 
• Speech Improvement – up to 3 days per cycle 
• Occupational Therapy – up to 2 days per cycle 
  
The Tier 2 provider will establish interventions to further support the Tier 1 target area.  The 
classroom assessment results should be documented on the AIS Reading/Tier 2 Monitoring Form.  
Progress made by the student will be monitored by the Tier 2 provider and recorded weekly, to be 
shared with the classroom teacher at 10-week Teacher-to-Teacher meetings. 
 
The Tier 2 provider must review the progress of the student every 10 weeks, and may make one of 
the following determinations: 
 
1 – The student has met the goals established by the Tier 2 and Tier 1 providers and may return to 
the classroom; 
 
2 – The student is progressing towards meeting the goals on the AIS Reading/Tier 2 Monitoring 
Form but needs continued Tier 2 interventions and support from the classroom teacher; 
 
or 
 
3 – The student is not making adequate progress toward meeting the baseline on the AIS 
Reading/Tier 2 Monitoring Form, and may require further adaptation of Tier 1 and Tier 2 
interventions, such as increased time in Tier 2 intervention, change in delivery of intervention, 
and/or more intensive focus on target areas. 
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If a student requires further adaptation of Tier 1 or Tier 2 interventions, the IST must review the 
progress of the student after an additional 5 weeks, and may make one of the following 
determinations. 
 
1 – The student has met the goals on the AIS Reading/Tier 2 Monitoring Form and may return to 
the classroom; 
 
2 – The student’s rate of progress toward meeting the goals is sufficient enough to return to a less 
intensive level of Tier 2 interventions; 
 
3 – The student is making sufficient progress to support continued use of the selected interventions 
for Tier 2.  IST will review progress at the next 5 week period; 
 
or 
 
4 – The student is not responding to the Tier 2 interventions provided, and should be referred to 
the Committee on Special Education for further evaluation leading to Tier 3 intervention.  Parents 
must be informed that the IST intends to make a referral to CSE. 
 
Referral to the Committee on Special Education 
 
A referral to the CSE must provide evidence that the student has failed to respond to appropriate 
intervention at each tier, and that the intervention was implemented for a sufficient period of time 
to clearly demonstrate the need for more intensive services.  The Building Principal must sign the 
referral to verify that all building resources have been attempted. 
 
Tier 3 
 
Services at Tier 3 will be determined by the Committee on Special Education in accordance with 
Part 200 of the State Regulations.  Students may continue to receive Tier 1 and Tier 2 
interventions in areas that are not identified as being related to an area of disability.  Student 
progress in the area of disability will be monitored by the CSE.  The IST will continue to have 
responsibility in non-disability areas under the provisions of Tier 1 and Tier 2. 
  


